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Talk in the CLIL classroom

Discuss

1 As ateacher, how often do you ask your learners real questions?

2 When do you do this? e.g. at the beginning of the lesson? at the end?

3 How genuinely communicative are you in the classroom?

4  How long do you wait for an answer to your questions? 1 second? 3 - 4 seconds?
5 How much learner-learner interaction do you create in your classes?

Different types of questions

Display questions

“Display” questions = questions to which the teacher already knows the answer.
T: What is the past of “go”?

S: Went.

T: Good.

Teachers use these questions to test learners. Learners display what they know.

Note:

1 We rarely ask display questions in red! life.

2 Learners are not surprised that teachers use a lot of display questions — they even
expect it!

3 Display questions make it clear the teacher is in charge of everything and has the power.

4  Even when teachers ask real questions, they sometimes do not listen to the content of
the response:

T: What did you do at the weekend?

S: I broke my leg.

T: Good.

IRF

Here is a typical classroom interaction:
T: What season comes after autumn?
S:  Winter.

T: Good.

This type of interaction is called IRF:
I = Initiation

R = Response

F = Feedback

What are the limitations of IRF?

This type of interaction can be useful in some contexts.

However, there are many drawbacks.

The teacher talks two-thirds of the time.

Learners only answer questions — they do not initiate topics for discussion or ask questions.
Learners speak for a very limited time.

The teacher is the fount of all knowledge.

It implies a purely transmission theory of learning.

Learners do not listen to one another or learn from one another.

Learners engage in a very limited type of discourse, e.g. they do not make suggestions,
disagree, negotiate, ask for repetition, ask for clarification, give explanations, etc. And
yet these types of discourse are essential for learning to take place.

NN AW

CLIL Maths and Science Materials © Graham Workman 2014 Gem Publishing



Methodology Talk in the CLIL classroom 45

So what can be done to avoid the limitations of IRF?

One thing teachers can do is to ask learners to clarify and expand on what they say, e.g.
- Can you try saying that again?

- I don’t quite understand. Can you say that again?

- Tell us more about that.

- Can you just expand on that a little more?

- What do you mean when you say ...?

- Can you explain it again?

Another thing teachers can do is ask referential questions.

Referential questions
“Referential” questions = questions to which the teacher does not know the answer.

T:  Where did you go at the weekend?

S1: I went to the beach. It was great.

T:  Where was the beach?

S1: Brighton.

S2: TIlove Brighton. We went there last year but the weather was not good. And you?
S1: The weather was bad, but it was still funny.

T:  How was it funny? Did it make you laugh?

What is the effect of using referential questions?

1  Learners produce longer and more complex utterances.
2 Learners engage in turn-taking.

3 Learners ask more questions for clarification.

4  There is more learner-learner interaction.

5 Learners begin to nominate topics for discussion.

6 Teacher and learners negotiate meaning.

Waiting time

Teachers often wait only 1 or 2 seconds and then answer their own questions, maybe
because of a fear of silence in the classroom. If the teacher waits several more seconds,
e.g. counts silently from 1 to 10, then three things usually happen. There are:

1 more learner responses.
2 longer learner responses.
3 more learner-initiated responses and questions.

In other words, allow learners more time to answer before helping them. This gives them
time to express what they want to say in a different way, i.e. time to reformulate. Other
learners can also be invited to help them express their ideas. The teacher can support
learners by reformulating what they are trying to say and by providing the language to do
the task, i.e. by providing scaffolding language.

Interaction in the classroom

Content learning and language development take place when learners have a task in which
they interact in a genuinely communicative way, either in pairs, in groups, or with the
teacher. Therefore CLIL teachers need to design and include communicative activities in
lessons — e.g. using information gap materials and by adopting a task-based approach to
learning.
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Biology: internal organs
Student A

Pronunciation  Practise saying the words below:

heart /ha:t/ brain /brem/ kidneys /'kidniz/ pancreas /'pankrios/
lungs /lanz/ liver /'lva(r)/ stomach /'stamok/ bladder /'bleda(r)/

Exercise 1
Ask your partner questions to complete the table below. Do not look at your partner’s sheet.

Useful language
What does the / do the ..... do?
What do you call the organ(s) which ..... Z

ORGAN FUNCTION

heart

liver cleans your blood

separate waste liquid from your blood

brain controls your thoughts, feelings and movements
are used for breathing
stomach is the place where your food is digested by acids and enzymes
pancreas
bladder is the place where waste liquid is stored before leaving your body

Exercise 2 Work with your partner to label the diagram below.

b)
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Biology: internal organs
Student B

Pronunciation  Practise saying the words below:

heart /ha:t/ brain /brem/ kidneys /'kidniz/ pam.:reas /' penkrias/
lungs /lagz/ liver /'liva(r)/ stomach /'stamok/ bladder /'bleds(r)/

Exercise 1
Ask your partner questions to complete the table below. Do not look at your partner’s sheet.

Useful language
What does the / do the ..... do?
What do you call the organ(s) which ..... ?

ORGAN FUNCTION

heart pumps blood round your body

cleans your blood

kidneys separate waste liquid from your blood

controls your thoughts, feelings and movements

lungs are used for breathing

stomach

pancreas produces enzymes that help to digest the food you eat
bladder

Exercise 2 Work with your partner to label the diagram below.

b)

d)

CLIL Maths and Science Materials © Graham Workman 2014 Gem Publishing

01



sue3io jeuidjuy uo033|3Ns 3yl

s|esiejejow

s|esiey
e wnpal . einqy
13ppe|q g
uojod 4 xipuadde
/ ) 1 BIQN / 2U0Qq UIYS
auNsaI jews M .. —
| v, W e adue| {— ejjo1ed / dedaauy
” o wnuapon
— 2N roumy ponp sjediedejaw .
7 ) I JNW3Y / U0 |
woards »/v } /3u0q yaiyy
sjedsed
/ bnp 3j1q
yoewols / Jon)
,./ : ueay euln siAjad
auoq diy
n !
Suey|de : _m_;umm_h snipey f auids
: I A3/ auogxydeq
Bun) eiqauan —&
eaydel)
/ adidpuim qu
sman@o:uF:w 3 xukuej sniawny a3edqul
Kuney simojdida
jIsuoy A e|ndeds
g|nAN / ape|q 13p|noys
p10d |euds WNUJ3Js / 3uoqisealq

auogyaayd
uleiq 3|qIpuew / uogme!

wniuesd/|nys

=



